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"ele-ram  (Secret  Cipher  Process) 


Tokyo,  6  ‘.'ay  1941 
Arrival  7  Fay  1941 
To.  6C?  of  6  ''ay 


1110  S. 

IOC  Hours 
Lost  urgent  J 


Re;  Telegram  No.  676  of  5  ,fay  for  the  German  Foreign  minister 

For  the  German  Foreign  Finis ter. 

Today  I  had  a  rather  long  conversation  with  MATT  U  OK  A  v/hom 
I  told  the  points  of  view  contained  in  the  foregoing  telegram. 
■•‘ATSrOKA  entirel"  agreed  with  my  trend  of  thought,  asxing  me 
to  explain  his  conception  of  the  present  situation  to  the  German 
Foreign  Minister  as  follows. 

He  read  the  speech  of  the  Fuehrer  yesterday  anc  is 
extremely  ImDressed  by  the  sureness  and  wisdom  of  tne  arguments. 
On  the  other  hand.,  ROOSEVELT  seems  to  him  to  have  completely 
lost  his  head,  judging  from  his  hysterical  Invectives.  Impressed 
by  the  Fuehrer's  speech,  he  has  sent  to  the  German  .  oreign 
Minister  through  the  Japanese  Embassy  in  Berlin  a  telegram,  01 
which  he  handed  me  a  copy. 

Turnin'7  to  a  discussion  of  the  overall  situation  FATS!  OKA. 
stated  that  he  intended  to  acquaint  me  with  the  American  proposal 
os  soon  as  he  had  achieved  acceptance  of  his  viewpoint  by  the 
authoritative  quarters  within  the  country.  The  .mer lean  p 
nosal  probably  originates  in  a  report  to  /ASHIbG.OF  by  the 
American  ambassador  in  *'03007/;  he  has  taiown  him  for  a  long  time 
and.  had  a  frank  discussion  with  him  at  OpCO/'  while  on  his  trip 
bark  The  A^e^ican  ambassador,  who  die  not  conceal  his  c..  itieal 
attitude  towards  ROOSEVELT,  asked  him  what  JAPAN  -0uld  do  in 
case  the  United  nates  should,  join  the  war.  He  replied  g^t 
then  Japan  likewise  would  in  any  case  immediately  join v'?r 
on  the  side  of  the  Axis  powers.  The  Ambassador  trier  to  soft 
pedal  this  view  point  in  that  he  tried  to  represent  Japanese 
interference  as  possible  in  h'.s  report  to  AS. II  G  i-. 

0'ATSlT8KA) ,  however,  emphasized  most  clearlv  that  Japan  woul 

then  strike. 

Even  on  his  wav  back  to  TOKYO  he  expected  the  American 
Counter  move.  ’Vhen  he  arrived  he  found  the  American  proposal 
0?which  I  ted.  been  informed,  and  which  skillfully  caters  to 
the  n°eds  of  certain  domestic  political  groups.  «t  frst,  not 
only  incur. try  but  likewise  high  Navy  leaders  had  favored  a 
-prious  discussion  of  the  American  proposal.  Meanwhile  he  nas 
used  the  interim  to  Influence  the  Admiral,  especially  point..ng 
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to  the  activistic  groups  of  young  officers  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
who  world  determinedly  resist  such  a  policy.  On  Saturday  a 
solemn  group  consisting  of  the  Prime  Minister,  Minister  of  the 
Interior  HIRANtn'A  and  the  Chief  of  the  Army  gave  their  consent 
to  the  interim  reoly  which  v/as  communicated  in  the  foregoing 
reoortr  and  gave  a  vote  of  confidence.  At  any  rate,  dealing 
with  the  American  proposal  will  lead  to  strained  relations  with 
economic  circles.  Ke  will  try  to  manoeuver  tactically  in  such 
a  way  that  AFRICA  will  be  pledged  to  non-participation  in  the 
European  war,  the  more  so  since  from  the  Fuehrer's  speech  he 
has  gained  the  impression  that  German  policy  is  pursuing  this 
aim.  However,  he  cherishes  only  meagre  hopes  as  far  as  thjs 
is  concerned  since  he  personally  presumes  that  the  American 
developments  in  the  direction  of  a  participation  in  the  war 
will  continue  at  a  quick  oace.  Just  no w  he  is  having  investi¬ 
gated  the  question  whether  a  Japanese  protest  is  not  called 
for  even  against  patrolling  activity  on  the  part  of  American 
armed  forces  amounting  to  the  arbitrary  creation  of  an  American 
safety  zone. 

He  would  be  grateful  for  the  earliest  possible  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  *'iews  of  the  German  Foreign  T*inister  concerning  the 
American  proposal  /T.N.  to  be  used/  for  the  unavoidable 
domestic  nolttical  discussion. 

As  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Fusso-Jaoanese  neutrality 
oact,  MATSUOKA  reported  that  rieht  after  his  departure  from 
BERLIN,  he  did  not  envision  the  possibility  of  the  settlement. 
During  the  conversation  with  the  German  Foreign  Minister  he  also 
voiced  this  raying  he  would  accent  only  in  case  RUSSIA  showed 
readiness.  In  his  oninion  the  neutrality  pact  v/as  the  off-shoot 
of  Russian  fear  of  Germany.  He  found  STALIN  absolutely  willing 
to  keep  the  peace.  STALIN  assured  him  that  there  could  be  no 
question  of  RUSSIA'S  concluding  a  pact  with  the  Anglosaxon 
powers.  One  of  his  (RATSUOKA's)  motives  for  concluding  the 
nevtralitv  oact  had  been  to  orovide  another  hinderance  to  this 
nact.  According  to  CTALIN,  the  SOVIET  Union  did  not  Join  the 
Tripartite  pact  because  the  allied  powers  were  not  in  need  of 
Russian  assistance.  However,  in  case  this  v/as  necessary, 

RUSSIA  is  prepared  to  co-operate  extensively  with  the  Tripartite 
-towers.  When  I  remarked  that  the  SOVIET  Union  wanted  to  protect 
its  rear  and.  asked  what  attitude  Japan  would  adopt  regarding 
American  shipments  of  armaments  via  VLADIVOSTOK  in  case  of  a 
German-P.ussian  conflict,  I’ATSUOKA  answered  as  folloY/s: 
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No  Japanese  Premi  r  or  loreign  Hints  tor  would  ever  be  able  to 
keep  Japan  neutral  in  the  event  of  a  German-Russian  conflict. 

In  this  case,  Janan  would,  be  driven,  by  the  force  of  necessity 
to  attack  Russia  at  Germany's  side.  No  neutrality  pact  could 
change  this.  Finally  T'ATSr0KA  voiced  his  opinion  that  American 
oartt cioa tion  in  the  war  could  induce  the  Fuehrer  to  resolve 
uaon  a  solution  of  the  Russian  question  by  violent  means  in 
order  firmly  to  secure  areas  of  supply,  because  the  war  would 
ther  probably  drag  on  for  a  longer  term.  He  is  personally 
convinced  of  a  speedy  victory  of  the  Gorman  forces  in  this  case 

I  thanked  HATSUOKA  for  his  frank  utterances,  promising 
him  to  ask  the  German  Foreign  Minister  for  an  opinion  as  soon 
as  possible. 

During  my  conversation  today  I  have,  of  course,  continued 
in  rr.y  end?°vors  to  direct  Japanese  policy  toward  SINGAPORE,  in 
opposition  to  American  interference  rranoeuvers  and  against  the 
existing  Japanese  tendency  to  pay  attention  primarily  to 
RUSSIA. 

OTT. 


Certificate: - 

I,  Ulrich  Straus,  hereby  certify  that  I  am.  thoroughly  con¬ 
versant  v/ith  the  German  and  English  languages,  anc  as  a  result 
of  the  comparison  between  the  German  and  the  English  texts,  I 
have  established  that  this  is  a  true  and  correct  translation 
of  International  Prosecution  Document  No.  4059-A. 

/s/  Ulrich  A.  Straus _ 
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AFFIDAVIT 


I,  V.  r.  Cv.xniiv,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  oath,  depose  and  say! 

1.  That  £  r"  .or.  Attache  of  the  United  States  Eenartment  of  State 
on  tho  staff  of  the  United.  States  Folirioal  Advisor  on  German  Affairs, 
er.d  fa  such  I  am  p  repronor.tr.  t  ivc  of  tho  Office  of  Military  Government 
for  Germany  (U-J.).  frat  in  my  cape  city  rs  ;  bovo  set  forth,  I  have 
in  my  possession,  cv.si.  ci.  ',  ?  rG  at  the  Berlin  Documents  Center, 

Berlin,  Germany,  the  or  in  nal.  captured  Gerarr.  Foreign  Office  files  and 
arc',  ivec. 


2,  That  paid  ordinal  Foreign  Office  files  and  nrc'nivoc  wore 
captured  and  obtained.  by  mil  t  <*■:•>■  forces  under  tho  command  of  tho 
Supreme  Cor.jr.fe  env  .  oll'&d  i/pedlti ornery  Forces,  and  upon  their  seizure 
and  capture  Vet-  first  rr::n  .led  by  said  military  forces  at  a 
Military  Docuu.rct  O  r  ter  at  Marburg,  Gormpny,  and  were  later  moved 
by  authorized  pore  >r.r  u  y£  said  Allied  f  o j  cos  to  said  central  documents 
center,  pbove  referred  to,  and  ki.ov/n  as  the  Berlin  Documents  Center. 

5.  That  I  v?  n  a.coif  nod  tc  or  id  document  ccr.tor  at  Marburg, 

Germany,  on  A^oruet  1 a ,  1910;  and  said  captured  German  Foreign  Office 
files  and  archives  iirst  came  Into  ny  poosesrior.  and  control  while 
I  was  stationed  at  Marburg,  Germany,  end  that  thereafter  the  same 
]-.pvo  cor.tiju^r  in  my  possession  and  cud  tody  r.r.d.  under  my  control. 

4.  That  tho  document  to  yhich  this  affidavit  is  attached  is  a 
true  and  correct  photostat ic  copy  of  an  original  German  Foroign 
Office  document  ve-ich  vr  3  captured  from,  said  German  Foreign  Office 
files  and  archiver,,  end  which  came  into  ay  oosoension  and  cuutoey 
and  under  my  control,  in  the  mAnnu r  above  set  forth. 

r.  That  said  original  docuaort,  of  wrier  the  attached  ir,  a 
photostat xc  copy,  is  being  held  end  retained  by  me  In  order  that 
it  my  bo  examined  cud  inspected  by  various  interested  agercirs, 

„r.d  r  photostat  Ic  copy  of  up  id  original  io  hereby  fur-rushed  and 
certified  to  boevueo  of  thu  unevf  ilnbility  of  said  original  I'cr 
tho  reocono  above  sot  forth. 

/  n /  W.  P.  Cu mni  ng _ 

V».  1’.  GUMMING 


Subscribed  end  s’v...r n  to  before  mo  thin  22rd  day  of  April  1546. 


/ B /  G.  ih  C-p rie _ 

G.  H.  GGiubF 
Lt .  Colonel ,  AGD 
anting  Adjutant  General 

OFFICE  OF  MU-IFaBY 
GOVFldXiET  FOR  GZRMUY  (U.S.) 
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